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Agreement Readiness Workbook
Clarifies goals, pressure points and non-negotiables before draft language is exchanged.

BEST USED
WHEN

Use this before the first drafting meeting, ideally months before a wedding or major
transaction.

ALBERTA LEGAL CHECKPOINT
An Alberta domestic agreement works best when the decisions, disclosure and legal formalities all support the same
bargain. For an agreement that changes Family Property Act rights, each person's separate written acknowledgement
before a different lawyer is part of the statutory process. Starting early leaves room to exchange records, understand
the trade-offs and negotiate without last-minute pressure.

Primary source: Alberta Family Property Act, sections 37-38

PREPARED FOR DATE

1 Complete what you know 2 Mark gaps and assumptions 3 Attach supporting records

THE PRACTICE LENS

A strong domestic agreement is not a form completed
before a wedding; it is an informed process that
produces terms both people understand and can live
with. We start with the problem the agreement should
solve, then build enough time for disclosure, separate
advice and real negotiation.

A CONCRETE EXAMPLE

Three weeks before a wedding, one person asks the
other to waive all interest in a private company that has
not been valued. The useful response is not faster
drafting. It is a process plan: identify the records, clarify
intended treatment, create negotiating time and address
pressure openly.

What problem should the agreement solve?
Use short factual notes. If an answer is uncertain, write what would confirm it.

1. Which existing property, business or inheritance needs predictable treatment?

2. How should future income, savings, debt and property growth be handled?

3. What concern does each person have about fairness?

4. What outcome would feel unacceptable even if legally available?

5. Which issue requires tax, corporate, estate or financial-planning advice?

https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-f-4.7/latest/rsa-2000-c-f-4.7.html
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Process safeguards
Tick completed items. Circle anything that needs a document, follow-up or legal advice.

[ ] Choose a realistic deadline that allows disclosure, drafting and separate advice.

[ ] Avoid presenting a final agreement shortly before a wedding or move.

[ ] Exchange complete financial information before negotiating final terms.

[ ] Ensure each person can obtain independent legal advice.

[ ] Record unresolved assumptions instead of hiding them in vague wording.

Term map
Use one row per issue and identify the source for every important number or date.

Topic Preferred approach Reason Needs advice

Existing property

Future property growth

Family business

Debt

Spousal support

Home and household
contributions

Death or estate coordination

BRING THIS TO YOUR CONSULTATION

You do not need every blank filled. Mark the three items that matter most, attach the records you relied on and use this handoff
to identify the next decision.

STATUS [ ] Ready to discuss [ ] Missing records [ ] Deadline or urgent issue

NEXT REAL DEADLINE

RECORD OR ANSWER
STILL NEEDED

DECISION I NEED HELP
WITH

calgaryfamilylaw.ca | 403-460-1230 | Free 15-minute phone or video consultation


